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One of the Norwegian government's main goals is to fulfill its security obligations to the international society by participating in complex multinational operations. by the Norwegian Government. They have developed unique capabilities to conduct the full spectrum of special operations including complex counterterrorist and counterinsurgency (COIN) missions. 5 NORSOF must maintain these capabilities and develop new capabilities that will be crucial in expected future operations. This SRP recommends how Norway should further increase and develop its Special Forces capabilities and concepts in order to achieve maximum strategic and operational effects in future complex and unpredictable COIN operations.
Norway and the International Environment and Systems
The global environment and the world we are operating in today can be described as volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous (VUCA). Obviously, it is hard to predict future challenges and conflicts. However, with the myriad of nation-state and non-state actors that operate within the international arena, it is not likely that the world will be less demanding and complex in the future. 6 Based on this assumption, the military units that contribute to out-of-area operations must have the right capabilities and flexible mindset to operate in such a difficult environment. The Norwegian Defense
Forces are a strategic tool contributing to the total Norwegian Grand Security Strategy.
In close concert with other national authorities and agencies, the military forces alone, In On War, Carl von Clausewitz explains that the crucial aim in war is to destroy the enemy forces so the enemy can no longer carry out the fight. By disarming a country, we will moreover destroy the enemy country's leadership and national will.
Then he will do our will. 13 I believe this applies more to total wars or major wars, such Significantly, "insurgencies are wars waged within societies, in contrast to conventional wars, which are wars between societies". 16 The wars that the French fought against the local insurgency in Algeria and Indo-China illustrate that this type of war or conflict are extremely complicated due to the fact that the insurgents' objective is the population and their will and interests. 17 Underestimating the local population and the insurgency itself is a dangerous mistake that can lead to a failure of the whole operation. Therefore, in counterinsurgency operations it is very important to carefully assess the insurgency' objectives and motivation. We must know why they are fighting or resisting the existing government. Based on a sound assessment of an existing insurgency, military leadersin close coordination with host nations and IOs and NGOs-must agree on a common strategy to shape their military operations in a constructive and perhaps unconventional way, consistent with diplomatic and economic objectives. 18 We should be aware that the local population will judge how we contribute to their personal goals. Military Assistance task became more critical as we increased support and training of the Afghan Security Forces. We also met with formal and informal leaders; we provided force protection for the national election and assisted the local population with medical support. 39 All these ways enabled us to build trust within the local population and eventually create hope for a positive future. The lesson learned from these complex and demanding tasks were very useful for the Special Forces. It clearly points out that in order to create positive effects and achievements in campaigns, units need to be flexible and have the capability to rapidly shift their focus and conduct the full spectrum of tasks that is required in COIN Operations. 40 Even though the results of the Norwegian Special Forces have proven to be good, it is vital to improve the already established capabilities and develop new capabilities and create concepts that will meet the future challenges to counter insurgencies in an unpredictable world. national senior representative will notify the multinational commander and the task will not be conducted.
Intelligence Support and Capabilities
In order to conduct effective Special Operations, comprehensive intelligence support and robust integrated intelligence structure is a key factor to success. 42 The need for timely, accurate and reliable information and validated intelligence is crucial to plan and execute SR, MA, or Offensive Operations against insurgency groups or key personnel. Furthermore, intelligence is a major means to reduce the risk for one own forces in these difficult and complex operations. Based on lessons learned from operations especially in Afghanistan, Norwegian Special Forces need to strengthen and further develop their intelligence organization. 43 Special emphasis should be focused on further development of their own HUMINT, SIGINT and IMINT capabilities, which are important for dealing with and fighting insurgents who use guerilla tactics and asymmetric means and ways to achieve their ends.
Norwegian military should increase cooperation with strategic intelligence agencies and further exploit strategic intelligence means. The interaction and joint tasking of tactical, operational, and strategic intelligence assets in a tactical operation will certainly provide a more complete picture of an adversary than each of these assets operating alone. Norway should work closely with their allies to develop and establish bilateral and multilateral agreements on intelligence cooperation and in specific on sharing of information and intelligence.
Core Special Forces Tasks and Capabilities
The Norwegian Special Forces have developed all the capabilities that are required and cited in the NATO SOF doctrine, including counter-terrorist capacities. 44 In 
Cooperation with Media
The increased employment and prioritization of the Special Forces as a strategic military means has created a greater focus on our Special Forces and increased the information requirement for the public and the media. So, timely releases of appropriate information to the media are often a challenge. The units must ensure operational security (OPSEC), but on the other hand the Norwegian population also has a right to know how our government employs its Special Forces in conflicts. Currently, we are experiencing an increase in interest from the media related to our Special Forces, to include increased media presence in those areas where our Special Forces are operating. 49 Based on this recent attention and the continuous pressure from the media to receive information from the Norwegian military, it is necessary to create a national strategic media policy for Special Forces. 50 The Press and Information Office (PIO) at 
